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SYNOPSIS: 
A guide to the life of well-known scientist Rachel Carson. This book looks at her biography, 
her background in the natural world, her key breakthrough, her book Silent Spring, and her 
reputation and legacy.

KEY POINTS:
· A captivating account of a pioneering woman who saved the world from environmental  
 disaster by alerting society to the danger of pesticides.
· Will intrigue any children with an interest in the natural world, and may inspire this   
 interest in those who haven’t yet come to appreciate nature’s wonders.
· An excellent way to introduce children to non-fiction, and to teach them about society in  
 the past, present and future.
· Part of a wonderful series that looks at some of the world’s greatest scientists and   
 teaches young people about science and society.
· Beautifully designed, with creative layout and colourful pictures to captivate the young  
 reader.

SELLING POINTS: 
Find out about how Rachel Carson saved the world from an environmental disaster in this 
informative, fun-filled biography for younger readers. Carson loved the natural world and 
thought it could give us a wealth of knowledge. With colourful illustrations, varied page 
layouts and quirky design, this book will captivate and enthral any child with an interest in the 
environment, and may even inspire this interest in those who haven’t yet come to appreciate 
nature’s wonders.
Learn what the work of brilliant scientist Rachel Carson can tell us about life and society. From 
writing about the ocean like a poet, to exposing the danger of pesticides to the world, Carson led 
an extraordinary life. Discover more about the world we live in by reading her fascinating story!
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TEACHER NOTES: Rachel Carson

TEACHER ACTIVITIES/NOTES:
This book may be used in whole class, small group or independent learning activities in schools.

Please note, the following suggestions and activities are suited to a variety of year levels 
spanning from to Year 5 primary aged children up to Year 7 (13+). Where possible, Australian 
Curriculum goal codes have been included which address learning outcomes and apply directly 
to the targeted audience intended for this book.

Knowledge and Literal Understanding
Before Reading (Interpreting, analysing, evaluating)
Brainstorm as a class or in groups (only use prior knowledge, don’t research):
· Who is Rachel Carson?
· When and where was she born?
· What is she well known for?
· List any other information students know about her

Inferential and Critical Thinking
After Reading (Responding to text)
Ask the students:
· What are the students’ impressions of Rachel Carson’s  life?
· Did anything surprise or shock them?
· What would life be like if Carson had Carson hadn’t produced her key works?
· If you met Carson, what questions would you ask him?

CROSS-CURRICULAR DISUSSION AND IDEAS

ENGLISH LITERACY SKILLS 

Vocabulary
Expressing and developing ideas
Understand the use of vocabulary to express greater precision of meaning, and know that words 
can have different meanings in different contexts

Look at the glossary. 
· List the words and definitions of the words that you have learnt for the first time today.  
 Include a small image or code to help you remember what the words mean.
· Choose 5-10 words and use a thesaurus or a thesaurus online to write 5 synonyms for   
 each word. 
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Literature
Literature and context
Identify aspects of literary texts that convey details or information about particular social, 
cultural and historical contexts.

· Using the content in the book, create a timeline of Carson’s life, including his key works. 
· On page page 50-51, five of the twentieth-century biologists and environmentalists 
 are briefly mentioned. Choose one person and learn more about them, then display this  
 information in any way you choose. 

SCIENCE

Science as a Human Endeavour 
Use and influence of science
Scientific knowledge is used to solve problems and inform personal and community decisions.

· Carson was very involved in the campaign against the threat of pesticides. Explain the  
 two different viewpoints. You can use text, images, a slideshow or animation. 
· Carson was also very involved in the campaign against DDT. Explain what the campaign  
 against DDT was all about, including the timeline. You can use text, images, a slideshow  
 or animation. 

Nature and development of science
Science involves testing predictions by gathering data and using evidence to develop 
explanations of events and phenomena. It reflects historical and cultural contributions.

· Using the video ‘Cartoon for Kids! Who Rachel Carson! Science for Children’ 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAqtfMlNgN8 (4.49 minutes), and the content from  
 the book, present what you have learnt about Carson’s life, knowledge and discoveries. 

Scientific knowledge has changed peoples’ understanding of the world and is refined as new 
evidence becomes available.

· As early as 1950, Carson was warning the world about the dangers of global warning.   
 Explain why you agree or disagree with global warming. Write about this debate using   
 dialogue or list the opinions that each side expressed. 

Science Inquiry Skills
Evaluating
Use scientific knowledge and findings from investigations to evaluate claims based on evidence.

· Explain Carson’s unfinished campaign. List ways your school and home can help to fight  
 climate change. 
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name:  

Our Science Vocab
Environment: Biodiversity:

Why is Biodiversity important in an Environment?

Draw a Biodiverse Environment:



Draw a Renewable 
Resource example:

Sustainability:

Draw a Non-Renewable 
Resource example:

How can we live sustainably?

Resources:



3 Types of Pollution:
What can we do to prevent 
each type of Pollution?

Pollution:



Think about some ways that you can change your 
lifestyle to be more environmentally aware. 

waste food

energy

water

Bonus!

TransportatioN



name:  

Animal Communities
Draw a line to any plant or animal that you think interacts with one another.



name:  

Human Community

What can we do to help our Local Community?

Homeless: Shelter: 

Poverty: Food Security: 

Define the words below. Think about how we can solve these problems in our community.

Volunteer: 



name:  

Waste Management

1.

2.

3.

Reduce:

Reuse:

Recycle:



Transfer Station

Waste-to-Energy 

Plant
Landfill

Recycling 

Center

Manufacturing 

Facility
Stores Homes

Schools & 

Homes Garbage  

Truck

Composting



name:

Plant Cycle

____ ________

____________



name:  

earth's Layers

2,500°F to 
5,500°F

7,000°F to
9,000°F

9,000°F to 
11,000°F



Water Cycle
name:

Condensation

 

Precipitation

a.

d.

b. c.

Collection

 

Evaporation

impacted by....



name:  

Atmosphere Levels

Exosphere

Thermosphere

Mesosphere

Stratosphere

Troposhere

Explain the differences between levels based on drawings



name:  

Animal Families

Amphibians

Fish

Mollusks

Birds

Reptiles

Arthropods

Cnidarians Mammals

What Animal Family 
do Humans belong to?



Animal Tracking 
name:

14.11. 12.

9.

1.

10.

3.

8.

2. 4.

15.

6.

5.

7.

13.

Answer Key

a. rabbit
b. bird
c. cow
d. elephant

e. lion
f. deer
g. squirrel
h. pig

i. duck
j. monkey
k. sheep
l. bear

m. dog
n. hamster
o. lizard



Sensible Critters
name:

offense: defense:



name:  

Zoos & Aquariums

Pros Cons

1.   
 
2.   
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 

1.   
 
2.   
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 



Animal: 

 

Natural Habitat: 

 

1. Food & Water          2. Space         3. Community         4. Entertainment

Design a considerate Zoo enclosure for your chosen 
animal below. Include all of the following in your design:



name:  

endangered Animals

Review reasons for animals becoming endangered/extinct.

H

I

C

C

U

P

S

abitat Loss
 
 
llegal Wildlife Trade
 
 
limate Change
 
 
onflict between Human & Wildlife
 
 
nderwater Bycatch
 
 
ollution
 
 
pecies: Invading the Ecosytem
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Endangered:

Extinct:

How can we prevent the Extinction of animals?
example:

example:

- 

-

-

-

-

-

-



Design a Producer:

- Energy from the Sun
- Method of Defense
- Stationary

Design a Primary Consumer:

- Eats the Producer 

Design a Secondary Consumer:

- Eats the Primary Consumer 

Design a Tertiary Consumer:

- Eats the Secondary Consumer 

Design an Apex Predator:

- No Natural Predators
- Top of the Food Chain
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Ecosystems & Biomes

Desert

Gra
ssla

nd

Lake, R
iv

er

& S
tr

eam

Rain
fo

re
st

Tem
pera

te
 

Fore
st

M
arin

e

Tia
ga

Tundra

Illustrate the given biomes or write key words to help remember them!



organism population

community

ecosystem

biome
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U.S. National Parks

Yosemite - CaliforniA

 

 

 

 

Grand Canyon - Arizona

 

 

 

Examine each National Park and its native species. Match the correct 
biome (or grouping of biomes) from the word bank with the National Park.

pika

mule
deer

black bear

re
d

w
o

o
d

bighorn sheep

short horned lizard

cottontail 
rabbit

b
ig

 s
ag

e
b

ru
sh

lup
ine

biome: 

biome: 

Word Bank

termperate forest & taiga

tundra, forest & taiga 

river & temperate forest

desert, river & grassland

desert, river & forest

taiga & forest

tiger 
salamanderblue grama

grass

white-=belted 
ringtail dragonfly



wolf

Yellowstone - Wyoming

 

 

 

 

Zion - Utah

 

 

 

 

Denali - Alaska

bison

mountain
lion

indian 
paintbrush

biome: 

biome: 

biome: 

biome: 

spinedace

western rattlesnake

desert 
tortoise

great smoky mountains -
Tennessee & North Carolina

ferns

ringtail cat

d
o

u
g

las fir

q
u

akin
g

 
asp

e
n

northern
hawk owl

moose

grizzly bear

red fox

snow
lichen

w
hite sp

ru
ce

spotted
salamander

bull elk

crayfis
h

coyote

g
re

at h
o

rn
e

d
 o

w
lred

maple



Mapping California
name:

Ecosystems:

1. coastal mountains
2. forested mountains
3. central valley
4. desert



CA Native Species
name:

California
Poppy

California
Redwood

California
Grizzly Bear

Sadly, the California 
Grizzly Bear is now Extinct

Some of the
 tallest trees 
in the world!

Coloring Page



name:  

Environmental
Ambassadors

What is an Ambassador?

Who are some ambassadors you know?



I will be an environmental 
ambassador by....

draw yourself here!
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Bonus!
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